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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 5551 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, KS, US 

SUBJECT: REPORTED ROKG ACTION AGAINST NBC TV NEWS 

1 . BRUCE MCDONALD, NBC ASIA BUREAU CHIEF, CONTACTED EMBASSY 
FROM HONG KONG EVENING JUNE 27. HE HAD REPORT NBC CAMERAMAN 
LEE KYUNG-MO HAD FILMED JUNE 26 STUDENT DEMONSTRATION IN SEOUL, 
AND WHEN LEE ATTEMPTED TO AIRSHIP FILM TO TOKYO FILM WAS SEIZED 
AT AIRPORT AND LEE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY. 

2. MCDONALD ASKED EMBASSY ASSISTANCE. HE SAID ABC TV AND 

CBS TV AWARE OF REPORT AND ALL THREE TVS PLANNING COVER INCIDENT 
ON NETWORK NEWS. NBC ALSO PLANNING CONTACT ROK EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON AND MCDONALD WAS ATTEMPTING TO REACH MINISTER OF 
CULTURE/INFORMATION. 

3. EMBASSY CHECKED LOCAL SOURCES AND LEARNED THAT NBC’S FILM 
HAD BEEN SEIZED BUT LEE HAD NOT RPT NOT BEEN DETAINED. HE HAD 
SPENT DAY AT AIRPORT ATTEMPTING TO RETIREVE FILM. EMBASSY 
RELAYED THIS INFORMATION TO NBC HONG KON. EMBASSY ALSO 
CONTACTED MOFA, MCUI AND OTHER ROKG AGENCIES TO ASK 
REASON FOR SEIZURE AND TO POINT OUT THAT STRONG NEGATIVE 
U.S. PRESS REACTION, HARMFUL TO KOREAN INTERESTS, COULD 

BE EXPECTED IN WAKE OF THIS INCIDENT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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4. MOFA NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU LOOKED INTO MATTER 
AND INFORMED EMBASSY THAT CUSTOMS OFFICIALS AT KIMPO 
CONSIDERED FILM IN VIOLATION OF EMERGENCY MEASURE NINE 
AND THEREFORE HAD CONFISCATED IT. NO ACTION AGAINST 
THE KOREAN NATIONAL EMPLOYEES OF NBC WAS PLANNED. HOWEVER. 
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5. EMBASSY CONTINUING EFFORTS TO CLARIFY SITUATION. 
STERN 
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